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The following tract was written under the i 
pulſe of the moment, upon reading the Royal Pn 


clamation for a General Faſt. The Author mah B 
no other epology for its publication than the ney 

fittes of the times, which are a loud call to eu vw 

individual to contribute all in his power for M pro 
good of the community ; and he hopes that the tu and 

| dency of thts adareſs is to promote union and m hum 
neſs in our meaſures, as well as a ſerions attent of gr 

to religious duties. £m 
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A 
SERIOUS EXHORTATION 
Wen REFERENCE TO THE 


APPROACHING FAST, 


Ren, AND FELLOW en 


BUG are again called upon by our gracious 80- 


vereign to acknowledge the ſuperintending 
Providence of God, in the tate of our public affairs, 


and to ſet apart a day for the purpoſe of a general 


humiliation, and of united interceſſions at the throne 
of grace. But it is not probable, that the ſummons 
now given us to faſt and to pray will be ſeriouſly re- 
garded, or that the propoſed ſolemnity will produce 
any ſalutary effect, unleſs the propriety of the ap- 
pointment be well underſtood. beg leave, there- 
ſore, under the deepeit impreſſions of what I owe to 
my God, my King, and my Country, to direct your 


attention to this important and intereſting ſubject z' 


and I intreat you to bear with the plainneſs and frees 


dom of my addreſs. Allow me to point out to you, 
whatever be your rank in life or political. opintons, 
your clear and indiſpenſable duty at this momentous 


criſis. 
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If we conſult the records of the holy ſcriptures, ws 
ſhall perceive that times of public danger and diſtreß 
in any nation, have ever been conſidered as a loud 
call to the people to unite in a general acknowledge. 
ment of their guilt, and with open profeflions of con. 
trition and repentance to join their ſupplications ſo 
divine protection and deliverance. In ſuch devotion 
acts, pious princes have uſually taken the lead, and 
demanded the concurrence of al! their ſubjects. The 
prophets alſo, and other inferior miniſters of the Lord, 
have exerted their influence, by the moſt ſerious and 
preſſing exhortations, to promote the practice. The 
conſequent ſucceſs has undeniably proved the ap- 
probation of Heaven, and from theſe examples, while 
the line of duty is clearly marked out for ourſelves 
. of hope breaks in upon us in our preſent gloom, 
he Lord God was the guide and defence of lf 
rael in the wilderneſs; but on one occaſion, when 
they had ſinned, he declared that He would ng 
longer conduct them as he had done. Then the 
people mourned, and, with outward tokens of humi- 
lation, laying aſide their accuſtomed ornaments, ex: 
preſſed their contrition, till they obtained renew 
declarations of the divine favour &: „ Their enemig 
oppreſſed them, and they were brought into ſubjecs 
tion under their hand. Many times did he delive 
them; but they provoked him with their counſch 
and were brought low for their iniquity. Neverthe- 
leſs he regarded their affliction, WHEN HE HEaRt 
THEIR CRY.“ | 
In the reign of Rehoboam, when the land of Ju 
dea was invaded 'by numerous hoſts of Egyptian 
and its very capital was threatened with immedi 
\#* Exod, xxxiii, 1 & 4 Pſal, cvi, 42—44. 
lth deſtructidl 
4 


deſtru« 
the ſol 
ſelves 
aid, C 
deliver 
Jeh 
nation 
In his 
ſumme 
ſupplic 
throne 
abaſem 
kingde 
ance ; 
little © 
the im 
hovah 
tectior 
necus 
each o 
Cor 
mendo 
try, wi 
from t. 
geance 
wiſdon 
Lord h 
rection 


gather 


into th 


the Lo 
weep b 


Flay, Sp 


es, We 
iſtrel 
a loud 
vledg. 
con- 
ns for 
tion 
„, and 

The 
Lord, 
1S and 
The 
Ie a5. 
while 
ſelves 
loom, 
of If 
whet 
11d no 
n the 
humi⸗ 
$, ex. 
ne wel 
1emis 
ubjecs 
lelivet 
»unſeh 
erthe⸗ 
EAR 


of Jus 
ptiang 
edi 


1Cigl 


- n— > oli i. LEASE ME i. 


Es BD. 


geſtruction, the king and the princes, attending to 
the ſolemn admonition of a prophet, humbled them 
ſelves before the Lord: and immediately the Lord Wi 
lud, „I will not deſtroy them, but grant them ſome Wi 
deliverance *.“ 
Jehoſhaphat was attacked by ſeveral confederate 
nations; and he felt his own inability to reſiſt them. 
In his diſtreſs he fet himſelf to ſeek the Lord, and 
ſummoned his people to join with him in fervent 
ſupplications, and to- proſtrate themſelves at the 
throne of grace with marks of deepeſt ſorrow and 
baſement. He proclaimed a faſt throughout his 
kingdom: and his ſubjects yielded a ready compli- Wi 
ance z “ All Judah ſtood before the Lord with their 
little ones, their wives and their children.“ See no-]. 
the immediate effect of this religious ſolemnity. Je- 
hovah liſtened to their cries, interpoſed for their pro- 
tection, and rendered their enemies, by an inſtanta- \ : 
neous, confuſion of their armies, the deſtroyers of Wl 
each other +. = 
Conſult the prophecies of Joel. He predicts a tre- 6 
mendous and almoſt univerſal deſolation of his coun- 


try, which would ftrike terror into all orders of men 


from the higheſt to the loweſt. The ſtroke of ven- 
geance is not to be averted by any human power or 


wiſdom, or by any other expedient than what the 

Lord himſelf preſcribes; and this is His expreſs di- 
rection : '« Satictify ye a faſt, call a ſolemn aſſembly, 
gather the elders, and all the inhabitants of the land 
into the houſe of the Lord your God, and cry unta } 
the Lord. 
weep between the porch and the altar, and let them 
lay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heri« Wi 


* 


Let the prieſts, the miniſters of the Lord 


T 2 Chron. xx, 1 &c, 
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* 2 Chron. xii, 1-7. 


5s. 8 
tage to reproach.” To the ſtrict obſervance of thi; 
junction, to the performance of this great devotion 
al act, the - promiſe of deliverance is annexed 
„Then will the Lord be jealous for his land, and 
pity his people *.“ 

The nkabitants of Nineveh received intimations 
from heaven that their large and opulent city would 
be ſudden]y deſtroyed. But they believed God, and 
proclaimed a faſt, Both the king and all the people 
putting on fackcloth and aſhes, as the accuſtomed 
tymbols of penitential ſorrow and abaſement, cried 
mightily ta God, ' who immediately looked on them 
with compaſſion, and forbore to execute the threat. 
ened vengeance, 

, why need we-multijly inſtances ? Enough ſurehy 
een faid to juſtify the Royal Proclamation for 
a General Faſt, and to encourage a ſerious rep. rd to 
it throughout the land, Is it doubted, whether the 
fate of things among ourſelves be ſuch, as to render 
this meaſure proper and neceſſary? In all the exam- 
ples, here cited from the facred hiſtory, national 
dangers and calamities were prevented or removed 
dy national humiliation, And who will deny, that 
we are in imminent perils, if not in actual giftre(s? 
As a friend to my country, I mean not to mignily 
or exaggerate our public misfortunes, in order to cre- 
ate a falſealarm. But ſhall we ſhut our eyes againt 
that formidable train of evils, which may pofiibly 
come upon us, or be afraid of ſearching ous the real 
cauſe ! Prudence, ſurely, as well as religion, wil 
require us to examine, what is our real fituation, 
and by what means a proſperous iſſue may be yet 


obtained. 


* Joel, i, 14 ily 15—18. 
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It is not to be denied that the war, in which we 


ks 
ho re engaged, is truly deplorable. Even in the moſt 
exed - Wrouradie circumſtances, War is a heavy calamity, 
„ and WW" muſt be lamented by every perſon of common 
enderneſs and humanity, I will not attempt to de- 
ations Meride, how many and how great are its inſeparable 
vould Nils: they baffle all calculation. Nor would I be fo 


ncharitable, as to inſinuate, that thoſe, who are 
poſt carneſt for the continuance of the preſent con- 
omed Weſt, are any more than others inſenſible to the mi- 
cried Weries which it has produced, It will be allowed on 
them bands, that it has been attended with an amaz- 
ng expenſe of blood and treaſure ; that, if our plans 
have been well concerted, and though our ſoldiers 
urely {Wand failors moſt undeniably have performed prodigies 
1 for ef valour, yet the general events have been diſaſt rous, 
-d to Wand our moſt ſanguine expectations diſappointed, 
the Our enemies have been permitted, not only to main- 
nder N nin their ground, but to extend their conquetts, hough 
(am- Woot without the ſlaughter of thouſands, to the terror 
ona Wand defolation of ſome neighbouring kingdoms, 
ved Wich this country, it is ſaid they have declared, that 
that MWihey can make no terms, nor admit of any reconci- 
else? lation. They threaten us with an immediate inva- 
hon, and from their paſt ſucceſſes it ſeems not 


„and 
cople 


IT Cate 


rnity WM | . 

crc. MWinprobable, that this at leaſt will be attempted. We 
ainſt hope, that under the gracious protection of our God 
bly Noe {hall be preſerved from ſuch a calamitous event. 


But it argues not an unmanly or deſponding ſpirit to 
calculate upon its poſſibility. Should they be ſuffered 
ion, o make good their proud boaſtings, whay evils may 
yet I we not dread froa: their extreme walignich, and from 
the nature and tendency of thoſe principles, which 
bey are fo zealous to propegate? The fair edifice 
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of all our civil and religious inſtitutions, which hy 
been raiſed and ſupported by the wiſe counſels and 
brave exertions of preceding ages, to the admiratign 
of the whole world, muſt yield to the rude attack g 
violent and profane hands, Can we ſay, to why 
lengths the ravages of ſuch an enemy may extend! 


fought 
e reſcue 
nity, A. 
And Com 
nendous 
gited, 


I mean not to work upon your feelings by a deſcrip, 
tion of imaginary dangers, But what has taken place we * 
on the Continent, ſhews what is poſſible among out. Want) 
ſelves: and it is enough to awaken all our fear, ap 
Can we be indifferent to the conſequences, when it 10 h 
appears from recent facts, that our ſecurity, conf- k * 

dence, and peace, both in the nation at large aud Wit 
in our. domeſtic circles, may be ſuddenly deſtroyed, F * 
and one general ſyſtem of mutual ſuſpicion and h.. To 
tred, of pillage, maſſacre, and devaſtation may ſuc. = 
ceed? Would it be nothing to us to be deprived d . 

our Sabbaths, our temples, the miniſtry of the Gol- 3 


hen o 
s held 
0 point 


he ſud) 


4 and all the means of grace? The very appre- 
enſion of ſuch complicated gvils fills our mind 
with horror; and this apprehenſion. is ſtrengthened 
by the diſunion and animoſities which prevail among 


ourſelves. A ſpirit of diſaffection has gone forth, "ys 
which weakens our efforts, and adds vigour to thoſe emn; 
of our adverſaries. It is ſaid, that they are encou- Nn a rel 
raged to make a deſcent upon our coaſts, from an W (51. 
expectation of meeting with ſupport among our own, tote 
countrymen : and this we confeſs is the moſt unfa - IN muc 


vourable circumſtanee of all. | 

But for what purpoſe do I exhibit the mournful 
picture to your view? Not that I may caſt any blame 
or inſidious reflections upon any particular party or 
deſcription of men. It is not ſo much my purpoſe to 


enquire, by what perſons or meaſures we wet 
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o much perplexity and diſtreſs. | 
tends to the minuteſt circumftance of our lives; and, 


(9) 
ought into this perilous ſituation, as how we may 
reſcued from it. I intreat you with ſerious impor- 
nity, as you value and would retain every privilege 
nd comfort you now enjoy, as you dread the tre- 


nendous effects of general tumult and confuſion, be 


ited, that you may act with firmneſs and vigour: 

Be of good courage, and let us behave ourſelves 
liantly for our people, and for the cities of our 
od; and let the Lord do that which is good in his 
zht*,” It is high time, that you have done with 
uch narrow and intereſted Politics, as would lead 
ou to contend for the advancement of a party: it 18 
gh time to ceaſe from mutual upbraidings and vi- 
lent inveRives, which ſeem ready to tear out the 
ery vitals of our civil conſtitution: it is high time, 
o leave off all clamorous complaints of petty grie- 
ances, that you may attend to infinitely more im- 
ortanit concerns. In the preſent momentous criſis, 
hen our exiſtence as a free and independent nation 
s held in an awful ſuſpenſe, it might be expedient 
o point out your duty, as members of ſociety, and as 
e ſubjects of an admirable government, But it is 


nore ſuitable to my profeſſion and to the approaching 
blemnity, to conſider what is incumbent upon you 


4 
* 


n a religious point of view. [+ 44 
Obſerve, then, and acknowledge the hand of God 
n thoſe diſpenſations, which have brought upon us 
His providence ex- 


hile men are left to form and execute their purpoſes, 


bs they pleaſe, without any mputation of his right- 
ous Character He carries on his own plans, even by 
beans of their perverſe and wicked counſels, We 


* x Chron. xix. 13 
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are therefore to aſcribe all events to his will, what. ſuppo 
ever inſtruments He may employ ; and though He Hen w. 
ſhould afflict us through the folly and iniquity of roſper! 
others, we ſhould bow to his righteous diſpoſal, Not the 
«The Lord reigneth*.”” „He increaſeth the nation; ſential | 
and deſtroyeth them: He enlargeth the nations ang me n 
ſtraiteneth them apain+.” „ Shall there be evil in een ad 
City, and the Lord hath not done it f?” War in Vong, 

eſpecial manner, whatever cauſes among men may ſe adm 
be aſſigned for it, is to be regarded as one of the moſt {entatior 
uſual and fore judgments, by which He puniſhes 2 {Wonduct 
guilty world g. „ will bring a ſword upon you,” is Me the 


his own expreſs declaration &: and therefore to thoſe, Mities a: 
who are ſuffering fo ſevere a correction, we may with Ne the! 
greateſt propriety addreſs the prophet's exhortation, Ne divi 
Hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it“. {tertere 
It is the Lord God, who is ſcourging us for our of- Wt molt 
fences, and, though other means ſhould not be neg. But » 
lected for the removal of this deplorable calamity, Y thoſe 
yet it is in the firſt place neceſſary to deprecate the in, th 
divine wrath. “ Wherefore doth a living man com- e peo! 
plain, a man for the puniſhment of his ſins? Let s our r 
ſearch and try our ways, and turn agaim to the Lord Hgmen 


t all « 
hate ve. 
ye me 


Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God 


in the heavens ++.” 
I am grieved to obſerve, that the attention d 


many is fixed only on ſecond cauſes: as if the Wy the L. 
o'1ght not to be conſidered in the light of a diſpen- enter 5 
ſation from God, fince it may have originated fron {W*vailin 
the wrong adminiſtration of our public affairs, I her yg 
| = etend 

„ Pals. xciii, 1. Job, xii, 23. 1 Amos, iii, 6 r nati 
Y Ezek. xiv, 21. $ Lev, xxvi, 25. Ezck. v, 17. . t diffi 


Mic. vi, 9. tt Lam. iii, 324. 
| 5 


En. } 


b ſuppoſed, that under the management of different 


what. 2 
gh He en we might have continued to enjoy peace aud 


ity of voſperity, and therefore that our rulers only, and 
ot the people at large, ſhould be called to peni- 


(poſal, ge, 
ations Nential ſorrow, humiliation, and prayer. — I pre- 
is and me not to judge of the meaſures, which have 


een adopted: my argument will remain equally 
wong; whether the juſtice and propriety of them 
e admitted or denied. Even granting the repre- 
atations of thoſe, who moſt ſeverely reprobate the 
ſhes 2 MonduRt of our Miniſters and Senators, it will {till 
u,” is We the duty of private perſons to regard their cala- 
thoſe, Mpities as coming from the hand of God, and to hum- 
with ie themſelves before Him. Otherwiſe, indeed, 
ation; Me divine Providence is utterly excluded from all 
++ Whiterference in human affairs: and on this ground 
ar of. We moſt atheiſtical principles may be eſtabliſhed. 

neg. But while it is alleged, that much blame attaches 


in, that the nation in general is rigateous, and 
he people holy? Will not the univerſal depravity 
Four manners ſufficiently account for the heaviett 
dements, which can poſſibly come upon us? May 
t all orders of men in ſociety acknowledge, that, 
hatever our rulers have been, they - themſelves. 


on of ve merited extreme puniſhment, and that “ it is 
Wy che Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed *!“ 
ſpen- {enter not here into a minute conſideration of thoſe 
fron evailing fins, which diſgrace and more than any 


her enemies endanger our country, nor will 1 
etend to calculate the extent and magnitude of 
ur national gailt, But we cannot be inſenſible to 
pe diſfipated ſpirit of the times. Is there one, of 


4 Lam. iii, 22. 
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þ thoſe who preſide at the helm, will -ay main- 
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and contempt of the ſacred day and public worſy 


ſtraint, ſpurns at all order and authority, and hy 


juſtify: ourſelves by accuſing them. The Lord G. 


( 12 ) 


any ſerious reflection, who does not obſerve, wit 
mixture of grief and horror, the inereaſing negle 


\ be hu 
ur to 
}C aire: 


ef : Almighty God, —the ſhameleſs effrontery I ha 


rapid growth of infidelity, the inſatiable th rough 
for gain,the pride, luxury, intemperance, in, th: 
tdolatrous love of pleaſure, which pervade She not 
ranks, —our ungrateful murmurings and fad abyhto errc 


of our moſt ſingular advantages, —and that haughth} Wha! 
tumultuous diſpoſition, which can brook no rehteou 
Jiſpoſer 
ſheave 


looſened the very bonds of ſociety ? * Upon ſuch 


ſuperficial view 'of our moral flate and charadWet all 
we need not. wonder, ſurely, that “ the Lord H not 
a controverſy” with us. Nor ſhall we have ay ji then 


cauſe of complaint, if He ſhould give the Sword hut 
commiſſion to go through our land *. To us, With in 


well as to ancient finners, He may be conſiderdl orn © 


addrefling that ſotema expoſtulation, © Shall | nſſerebod 


© viſit for theſe things ? Shall not my ſoul be aveng ation 


on ſuch a nation as this + ?” ot to 

The men of power, doubtleſs, are involved Weir cc 
this general charge of guilt, and have contributaſſſt orig 
their ſhare towards the tremendous aggregate, Wence © 
will become them, as well as the loweſt, to “cet det 
fider their ways,” and to feel the deepeſt contritiſ is pe: 
for their abuſe or neglect of the talents intruſtcdÞ fimil: 


them. But let us not vainly imagine, that we e Lo 
ourni 


ackclo' 
xen a 
vine: 
all d 
rom ) 


will not deſtroy us merely for their tranſgreffic 

if indeed we ore innocent. But if, as a nation, 

are groſsly degenerated and ſhamefully depravd 

it is abſurd in the extreme for any of us to refs 
* Fzek. xiv, #7. F Jer. v, 9. 


3:5 


> wich be humbled for our public diſtreſſes, and endea- 
ur to caſt all the blame upon thoſe, who have had. 
direction of affairs. Poſhbly, their meaſures 


* Wal 
5 neo 


Worth 


ery ey have been right, and yet prove unſucceſsful | 
le through our wickedneis, Or, if we will main» || 
ice, in, that they have been wrong, throughout, may 


to errors, in order to puniſh us: 


all ab \ 
141choffÞ What remains, but that we all acknowledge the 
no Mabteous government of God? He, the ſovereign 
and WWiſpoſer, © doeth according to his will in the army 
n {uchWheaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth *,”? 
1arad&Wet all his diſpenſations are juſt, and his judgments 
,or4 not but upon the head of the guilty, How is 
auy ju then, that the appointment of a general Faſt 
woda humiliation ſhould be treated by any perſons 
o us, Nich inſolent deriftion or profane contempt ? The 
dered Morn of ſuch men is a moſt unfavourable ſign, and: 
1!  nf@erebodes evil to themlelves at leaſt, if not to the 
avengWation at large. It marks them out as difafteCted, 
ot to Miniſters, or their meaſures merely, but to 
ved Heir country, for which they refuſe to intercede. 
tribute originates, I fear, from a diſbelief of the Provi- 
ate. Wence of God, and argues an impious diſregard, if 
cot defiance, of his wrath. Po Him, therefore, 
1triti_ſt is peculiarly offenſive. Hear, how he threatened 
uſted Þ fimilar conduct in old time: «© In that day did 
ve (hilte Lord God of Hoſts call to weeping, and to 
rd Gourning, and to baldneſs, and to girding with 
cionackeloth : and behold, joy and gladneſs, ſlaying 
on, Nen and killing ſheep, eating fleth and drinking 
pravFWwine: let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 
o reſuWhall die.—Surely this iniquity ſhall not be purged 


rom you, till ye die, faith the Lord God of 
* Dan, iv, 35. 


Hoſts,” | 


PE IA | 


. not fear, that they have been ſuffered to fall 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— — 
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Hoſts *.” © Wo to them that are at caſe in Zion. 
that put far away the evil day,—that chant to the 
ſound of the viol,—that drink wine in bowls,_ 
but they are not grieved for the aſfliction of To. 
ſeph +.” If here you remark your own ſpirit ang 
character deſcribed, will not ſuch denunciations ex. 
eite an alarming apprehenſion of ſomething ink. 
nitely worſe, than any temporal -calamities? I af 
not, where is your concern for your country, but 
where is your regard for your own everlaſting (al. 
vation, if you make light of His wrath, who is 
able to deſtroy both ſoul and body ia Hell f?“ 

It is objected, that the appointment of a Faſt i; 
a mere political contrivance, calculated, under the 
ſemblance of devotion, to recqncile the public 
mind to the meaſures of government. But is this 
a decent or charitable inſinuation? Are there none 
among our rulers, who feel the obligations of reli. 
gion? And does it not become them, in their high 
ſtation, to endeavour to impreſs upon others a ſenſe 
of theſe obligations? Or, would you be better 
pleaſed, if they ſhould caſt off all profeſſions of re- 
gard to the authority of God, nor once call upon 
the people to deprecate His wrath ? But, by what- 
ever principles they are influenced, they muſt be 


| reſponſible for themſelves to the great Searcher of 


hearts. Suffice it for you, that what they have en- 


I oined is your bounden duty; and you will be bet- 
ter employed, by conſidering how you may perform 


it in a conſcientious and profitable. manner, than 
by malignantly ſcrutinizing and cenſuring the mo- 


tives of their conduct. Be their caſe what it may, 
{ ſee that you yourſelves, at leaſt, are ſeriouſly at- 


fected with a ſenſe of our aggravated guilt, and uſe 
* Iſa, xxil, 1214. Amos, vi, 1-6. 1 Mat. x. 28. 
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ur utmoſt influence in the court of Heaven, that 
e deſerved puniſhment may be averted. 

[ rejoice, notwithſtanding the gloomy appear- 
tices of the times, that there are many, very many 
my pious and devout perſns throughout the 
nedom, who deſire to act ſuitably to their high 
nd holy calling at this momentous juncture. 1 
relieve myſelf from the painful apprehenſions, 
which would otherwiſe force themſelves upon me, 
by turning to thoſe who are indeed the bulwark 
of our land. Their fervent and charitable inter- 
eefions for us may yet prevail to render the exer- 
tons of our fleets and armies effectual for our de- 
fence, and baMe all the deſigns of our enemies. To 
men ſo, diſpoſed, who feel the power of Chriſtianity, 
my exhortations will not be unacceptable or uſeleſs. 
To them | call, under a deep impreſſion of the im- 
portance of my ſubject; MEN, BRETHREN, and 
FaTHERs, hearken | 

«YSanCtify the Faſt.” Let the appointed day be 
religiouſly obſerved. Lay aſide, as much as may 
be, all ſecular engagements, that you may be en- 
tirely at leiſure to wait upon the Lord, both in 
the private duties of the cloſet, and in a ſolemn at- 
tendance on public worſhip, as opportunity may 
be given. Conſider yourſelves as pledged to each. 
ether to meet at the throne of grace with the ſame 
general ſentiments, deſires, and petitions. Vou 
will come in a numerous body; and the magnitude 
ef the object propoſed ſhould call forth the utmoſt 
vigour of your affections: for it reſts with you, 
perhaps by the ſervices of this day, to ſupport your 
King, your country, and the Church of God which 
6 among you. 
An abſtinence from» food, as far at leaſt as may 

1 a be 


* 
ene ů — W 
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juſtly withdraw that ſuſtenance from you. 
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be conſiſtent with the purpoſes of devotion, will be; ation 
proper token of your inward humiliation, Whit While 
you forbear to take your accuſtomed nouriſhmet. gut. 
you will confeſs both before God and man, that yy, WP" be 
deſerve not the bread you eat, or the water you drink: litreſs 
that you have forfeited all claim to- the comforts 1 eaarm. 
even the common neceflaries of life ; and that HN Pri 
on whom you depend for your daily ſuitenance, might have dl 
| > Woenta! 
peop 
hildre 
Lord, 
they h: 
ou W. 
ohah, 
Lord f. 
abuſed, 


Under a reverential and awful ſenſe of the ma. 
Jeſty, purity, and juſtice of the God of heaven, 

e down in the duſt, acknowledging your inſigni. 
ficance, meanneſs, guilt, and dehlement. Thy 
prophet Daniel has. ſet you an example: O that 
you may poſſeſs the meekneſs and fervour of his 
ſpirit! „I ſet my face unto the Lord,” ſaid that 
eminent ſaint, © to ſeek by prayer and ſupplicationg 


with faſting, and ſackcloth, and aſhes. And I con- jel der 
felled my fin, and the fin of my people frac] *,” ornfu 
It will be a proper occaſion for you to review, with lat 
ſhame and contrition, your own numerous defed etch, 
and baſe violations of duty. Your ingratitude, per- Yet 
verſeneſs, and continual propenſity to revolt, your be pre 
pride, worldlineſs, and ſpiritual languor ; the eL 
honour you have brought upon the name of your ter, 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and the oppoſitiu erde 
you have made to the bleſſed influences of the Holy alk : 
Ghoſt ;—=theſe and ſimilar offences, which will fo, 
themſelves upon your recollection, will furniſh you | the 
with ample matter for confeſion. The more minute" def 
and circumſtantial you are in theſe examinations, yol ur def 
will join with the greater ardour of devotion in tis 5 
ſolemn and humiliating exerciſes of the day. ay 


You will extend your views alſo to the ſtate of tit 
* Dan. iv, 1 320. 


nation 


ation. at large, as this particular occaſion requires. 


wy While you remark, that we have been favoured with 
5 le fngular advantages, above any other kingdom, you 
. vil be conſtrained to own, with pungent ſorrow and 


Aürels, that our ſins have been accumulated to an 
mormous amount, and that corruption of manners 
nd profligacy of conduct, like an overflowing ſtream, 
ve deluged the land, You will take up your la- 
mentation, with the prophet, Ah! finful nation, 
people laden with iniquity, a ſeed of evil doers, 


drink; 
ts and 
lat He, 
3 Might 


Ws cken that are corrupters, they have forſaken the 
119 Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Iſrael, 
110 they have gone awa; backward *!”” In ſuch a view, 


ov will be diſpoſed with tenderneſs of heart, like 


vY oiah, to “rend your clothes and weep before the 
i0 that Lord 4,” obſerving that his mercies are continually 
ation Nuled, his authority deſpiſed, the truths of his Goſ- 
| 1e e denied or ridiculed, and the offers of his grace 
.- «| + »carnfully rejected: and then you will not wonder, 
„„ wit Wat © his anger is not turned away, but his hand is 
dete eiched out ſtill r.“ | 


Yet our caſe is not deſperate. Were there no hope, 
de propoſed ſolemnity were abſurd in the extremes 
The Lord waits to be gracious ; and from his cha- 
iter, invitations and promiſes, and from our paſt 
werience of His goodneſs, we may be encouraged 
daſk aud expect his ſeaſonable interpoſition in our 
our. The prayer of penitence and faith may ar- 
ſt the arm of juſtice, which now ſeems uplifted for 
ur deſtruction; and engage Omnipotence itſelf in 
ur defence.“ Therefore alfo now, ſaith the Lord, 
urn ye even to me with all your heart, and with 
Ilting, and with weeping, and with mourning z 
d rend your heart, and not your garments, and 

* Iſa. i, 4 1 2 Kings, xxii, 19. þ Iſa. ix, 12. 
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turn unto the Lord your God: for He is oracigy 


ey Pre: 
and merciful, flow to anger, and of great Kindneſs a t 

ed 
and repenteth him of the evil, Who knoweth, ; nos 
He will return, and repent, and leave a bleſling de. My 
hind him“? The gathering clouds may ap pear 6 Put Ie 
forebode a tremendous ſtorm; but He can inſtantly n drav 
diſperſe them. Our enemies are fluſhed with fucceſg [ern 
but He can chaſtiſe and repreſs their rage, as he ck och; 


that of the blaſpheming Sennache rid t. They ar > full 
numerous and ſtrong; but, as Aſa in like circumſt on 
ces, let us ſend up our cries to Heaven, and n; 
* Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether Note 
be with many, or with them that have no power: 
Help us, O Lord our God; for we reſt on thre, anf 
in thy name we go againſt this multitude. O Lord 1 hea) 
thou art our God, let not man prevail azainft the 1 
Continue, then, with uplifted hands, as Moſes on ier 
the mount, when Iſrael went forth againſt Ame a. 
lek ; and, with an importunity which can take Mr to. 
denial, deprecate the deſerved vengeance of Hon eftion 
Pray, that our King may be preferved to us in mere you 
and his throne eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs. Pra beake 
that our public councils may be dizected by a divinMOn c 
influence, that their meaſures may be wiie and ü bed 
ceſsful. Eſpecially be ſolicitous for the general? givin 
formation of the people: and, as we are favourWutio 
with the pure light of the Goſpel, (that neaveniW,ur « 
fyſtem, which, it embraced with fincerity ard {1 nts, 1: 
in all its energy, could not fail of producing titer mi 
deſired change) pray, that this light may ſhine willy an 
increaſing brightneſs throughout the land. May Mie et 
number of faithful miniſters be increaſed, and tne pro 
| Jabours prove effectual! May that Saviour, ho ppiriti 
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bs preach, be univerſally known, revered, and ſub- 


ted. to, in all his glorious characters, and the 
lings of his redemption be ex 1 in every 


7 fy x 

1 let not your anxiety for the good of the na- 
g draw off your attention from your own perſonal 
Lerns, As individuals, whatever may be the cafe 
h others, deſire and pray that you may enter into 
> full meaning, and feel the vital eff cacy cf the 
gion you profeſs, While with ſhame and con— 
ion you review the black account cf your nume- 
us offences, and confeſs the extreme depravity of 
ur nature, accept with . ion, thank fulneſs, 
| joy, the gratuitous offer of pardon, ho lineſs, 
| heaven, through the obedience, ſacrifice, and 
ereeſſion of ſeſus Chriſt. As jou can bring with you 
price to purchaſe this mercy, ſo neither can you 
Ke any adrquate or weritdri ms com penfat! On: 
t ſhould you endeavour to fhew, by your future 
eftions for the honour of your God and Saviour, 
It you are ſuitably impreſſed with a ſenſe of your 
ſbeakable obligations. 

On the day of the propoſed ſolemnity, be not 
Shed with confeſſions of guilt, but in the ſt engtn 
Mrine grace form the mott ferious and ſtedfaſt 
lutions of amendment. For the better regulation 


your conduct in your ſeveral relations and d-part= 


nts, lay your plans with deliberation and firmneſs. 
termine to. adopt thoſe means, 


re effectually promote the glory of God, your 


In progreſs in religion, and the temporal as well 
ſpiritual intereſts of your fellow creatures. But 
ermine with a diffidence of yourſelves, having 


nt your own weakneſs and depravity from your 
paſt 


* 


by which you 
fill up your place in life. to better purpoſe, and 


1 
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palt experience. Implore the guidance, Grey 
and protection of the Holy Spirit, whoſe gray 
influence will be ſufficient for you, to Countera# 
evil propenſities of your nature, and to enahle 
to reſiſt every temptation, The day being thus 
proved, its ſalutary effects will abide with you, 
the bleſſing of God will be brought down u 
your country. But the mere external obſc:vancy 
a Faſt, unattended with inward contrition or 
reformation of conduct, can give us no groun 
expect His favourable interpoſition. He ſpeak 
terms of ſtrongeſt diſpleaſure to thoſe, who deper 
on ſuch an unmeaning formality : **+ Is it ſucha} 
that I have choſen *?” 4 Ceaſe to do evil; — 
to do well +.” 
O for a more abundant meaſure 5 the Spirit 
God to be poured out upon us, that many 
ariſe with fervent zeal and a holy jealouſy for 
Lord of Hoſts, to ſtem the wide ſpreading torte 
iniquity, and like Moſes “ ſtand before God in 
breach, to turn away his wrath, leſt he ſhould def 
ust Our eyes are fixed upon you, the fait 
followers of Ebritt, who poſſeſs ſomething of t 
compaſſionate regard for ſinners, which your d 
Mafter felt, when he wept over Jeruſalem . 
are the remnant, for whoſe ſake we may yet be | 
ſerved from deſtruction d. What further argumt 
are wanted, to rouſe you to exertion? The tempt 
ſecurity and comfort of the many thouſands of 
| countrymen, the continuance of the Ark of Gol 

| — our land, the light of His Goſpel, and the adm 
tration of His ordinances, may now perhaps dep 
upon you, Leaving, then, all political diſquititi 


* Iſa, lvili, 5. + Iſa. i, 16, 17. " 7 Pal. cri, 
: li Luke, xXix, 41 . 5 Iſa. ly 97 


it 1th 


Pre 


(38-3 


getting your little differences in religious ſen- 

ms, unite as one man, for it is a common cauſe z 
your prayer, nor ceaſe from your interceſſions, 

ſword of the Lord return into its ſcabbard, 


©, ſtren 
Interad 


enable Where ſhould be any of our countrymen ſo miſ- 
NY thus Wed, as to wiſh for a public commotion, and “ de- 
th you, We woful day,“ it is not probable that they will 
lown ui to look over theſe papers; and therefore it 
o ſervane be needleſs to addreſs them. But 9 there 
ion or be readers, who have not ſufficiently conſidered, 
> gZrounFibey. owe to that favoured community of which 
> ſpeakgWare members, and have indulged themſelves, 


[6] depen 
{cha} 


vil ;==|; 


wt ſuſpicion of danger, in virulent complaints 
mn unreſtrained ſpirit of debate. I would ear- 
intreat ſuch perſons to pauſe, and examine, 


muſt be the effects of their conduct, if perſiſted 


Spirit Are you aware that “the beginning of ſtrife is 
many ¶en one letteth out water?“ It is impoſſible to 
ily for Nate the extent of the inundation, which may 
g torrenſoduced, to check its progreſs, or repair its miſ- 


God in « Therefore leave off contention, before it 


uld deltMeddled with *.” You value yourfelves upon your 
he faitlatiſm : but where is your boaſted zeal for the 
ing of e good, if you would throw the whole ſyſtem 
your dings into confuſion, rather than renounce your 
N ||. ite plans? Be it your ſtudy and endeavour to 
et be of and not widen the breaches of our land, “ for 
argumWaketh +.” Diſſentions and animoſities among 


e temp 
s of y 
of (30 
> admit 


who ſhould be firmly united, as having but 
ntereſt, are at all times of dangerous tendency z 
to us at this particular criſis, when we are 
tened by a powerful enemy, they muſt be ru- 
ps dep in the extreme. © Every kingdom divided 
(quifit9Mſt itſelf is brought to deſolation 1. O forbear 
al. cvi, 1 Prov. xvii, 14. 1 Plal lx, 2. 1 Mat. i; 25» 
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to proſecute that line of conduct, which may eg, 2 


ſo tremenqous a cataſtrophe ! of 

Should the inhabitants of Great Britain, in 1 re 
preſent perilous ſituation, continue to mani the 
ſpirit of indifference, and be regardleſs, as they Millkcous 
been, of the divine correction, under which these 
ſuffering, what haye we not to dread ? If, when Wer 
Lord's hand is lifted up, they will not tec,” n the 
knowledge His viſitation, our caſe is moſt haut 
indeed. The people turneth not unto Him [Wh to 
ſmiteth them, neither do they ſeek the Lo eulat 


Hoſts &,“ is the deſcription of thoſe, who are ripMlſo : 
deſtruction. And is it not a deſcription of our ri; 
What means that general frivolity, that extra hee 
fondneſs for pleaſure, at all times diſgracetul, Maſt,” 
now more eſpecially prepoſterous? Does there att b 
pear to be any ſerious impreſſion upon the minarpoſ; 
our countrymen ? Has any public amuſement Wy is 


ſuſpended ? Has any one gratification been forbdſhapli 
Are not the moſt diſſipated places of reſort as erat 
as ever? Nay, many, as we have remarked, wouldWin(el 


into ridicule the appointed folemnity ; and it hill m 
ſeem that they are diſpoſed to act the very pe ve 
theſe ancient and incorrigible offenders, who, M Iban. 
a ſimilar occaſion, inſtead of being humbled 
mortified for ſin, gave a locſ to their ſenſual delnood | 
« Let us eat and drink,“ ſaid they, © for to 
row we ſhall die.” May God deliver us from 


ing 


infatuation, that we perith not after the ſame eu lem 
ple of unbclief ! Neſle 
There are ſome among us, who, with high ent 
feſſions of regard to religion, appear to rejoice , Af 
ſucceſſes and ravages of our enemies, conceiving Wiyin 
by this general devaſtation they are deſtroying - 
#* Iſa, ix, 13. | 


Cl 
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it, and paving the way for the univerſal recep- 

of the Goſpel, which will introduce the pro- 
4 reizn of Chriſt for a thouſand years through- 


ch may le 


itain, in 


-0 mani the earth. Under this perſuaſion, too, they are 
as they irous of promoting the good work, by exciting 
'hich theyontents and tumults at home, at leaſt they ſhew 
f, when WM werfion to the invaſion of ovr threatening foes, 
tec, n the reforming of ſuppoſed abuſes in our own 
moſt hap try. It is allowed, that the events here refer- 
to Him Wh to are clearly predicted, and that upon ever 
the Lon culation the Millennium cannot be far diſtant. 1 


0 are rico probable, that this general diffuſion of truth 


of ourſel 1 rizhteouſneſs will be preceded by molt tremen- 
t extravaihsdeſolations. But is Great Britain & the ſeat of the 
zracetul, Weſt,” upon which the vials of the wrath of God 
es thereWaſt be poured? We truſt not. However, let the 
the mind poſes of God be what they may, your path of 
Hement Whey is plainly marked out. Leave to him the ac- 
een forbdWenpliſhment of his own plan. © With his own 
rt as cat hand, and with his holy arm, He will get 
„ wouldWinſelf the victory.” But it ſhould ſeem, that He 
and it HM make uſe of wicked men as the execusoners of 


Very pas vengeance * they are His ſword *. Keep at a 
Who, U lance from their counſels, and at any rate abhor 
umbled What nefarious principle, „Let us do cvil, that 
ſual deſu ”7 


od may come .' We preſume not to ſay, what 
Wamities the wiſe and righteous Governor may 
ing upon the earth, . But let us attend to his own 
lemn declaration, „ Behold, I come, as a thief. 
belled is he that watcheth, and keepeth his gar- 
ents, left he walk naked, and they ſee his ſhame 1.“ 
After all, be it our grand concern to ſecure the 
Wine favour and protection through our Lord Je- 


6 Pſal, xvli, 13. t Rom, ill, 3. I Rev, xvi, 15. 
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il ius Chriſt, and to prepare for that eternal wor 
do which we are haſtening. We are required to jy 
gi as firaggers and pilgrims;“ and as ſuch . 
(| Jhould not repine, or be diſturbed, though mayj 
1 litical affairs ſhould not be tranſacted accordin; 
— iſh Let us end diſch J 
| our wiſhes, Let us eavour to diſcharge he 
| nourably the duties of our ſtation, as — 0 
| 
| 
. 


the community; but at the ſame time, as citizens 
of a better country, may we © ſet our affections on 


F things above *, and be able to fay, Our convet 
| | ſation is in heaven, from whence we look for the 
| 


Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt +!” Amen. 
| | ® Col. lil, 2. + Phil. il, 20, 


THE END, 
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